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June 2019 
 
 
Dear Incoming Middle School Grade Parents & Guardians, 
 
 
For summer reading this year we have created an extensive recommendation guide of 
reading selections we hope will entice students to read over the next two months.  The 
guide begins with a few highlighted book selections from our staff, and then continues with 
book suggestions divided by interest level. The suggested books cover a wide variety of 
reading genres, as well as reading levels.  Although there is no formal summer reading 
assignment, we truly hope students will continue to develop their reading skills by 
choosing at least one of these suggested books. 
 
As in the past, we will be collecting the Governor’s reading log on the second day of school 
—each student should fill this log in with the books they read over the summer (no matter 
how many or few).  The reading log is available for download at our school’s web site.  This 
log will count as 3 extra credit points. 
 
Our librarian, Ms. Herrick, is working with surrounding libraries to help secure copies of 
the summer reading books. 
This letter and corresponding packet will also be available on the school’s web site at 
boltonpublicschools.com. 
We look forward to working with all of you next year.  Thank you for your help and 
cooperation.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Laurie Lopez 
Colin Dennis 
Heather N. Warner 
 
Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade Language Arts Teachers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Highlighted BCS Staff Recommendations 

Ms. Herrick recommends Shouting at the Rain  by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

She writes, “Delsie is being raised by her grandmother on Cape Cod and can’t help but wonder why she doesn't have 
typical parents. Her unease grows as her friend group starts changing and shifting, until her life feels like one of the 
storms she likes to track. Delsie meets Ronan, an unexpected and unconventional ally who has been through the wringer 
himself. Their tenuous friendship grows as they connect over shared experiences of loss and feeling like you don't belong 
anywhere. Middle school students will be able to relate to these characters… when Delsie is rejected by her former best 
friend, it stings, and her sadness and anger is palpable. When Ronan acts out, you understand where he's coming from. 
These characters are windows into young people's minds, and readers will connect with them as they learn resilience, and 
rediscover the love and support that already exists in their lives. ” 

Mrs. Warner recommends One of  Us Is Lying*  by Karen M. McManus 

She writes, “Five high school students find themselves in after school detention when the unthinkable happens… only 
four students make it out of detention alive.  Was it an accident?  Or is something more sinister at play here?  An edge-of-
your-seat mystery where each of the five high schoolers has a deep secret.  Would they kill someone to keep it that way?  
Or are things not as they seem at all.  Although this book has mature content, it was the BCS Book Club’s favorite book 
last year!” 

Mr. Dennis recommends Far From the Tree  by Robin Benway  

He writes, “This poignant novel, a winner of the National Book Award, questions what it means to be a family as it 
interweaves the stories of three very different blood-related teenagers, each adopted into different families. Grace, the 
middle child, is struggling with the giving up of an unwanted teen pregnancy, only to discover she was adopted at birth. 
Maya is her chatty, younger, biological sister, who is struggling with the problems her adopted family has been working 
hard to hide. Jaoquin is their biological older brother, who has become disheartened with a world where nobody wants 
him. These three separated siblings must come to terms with who they are and the meaning of a family: how to find it, 
how to keep it, and how to love it. I recommend this for older readers, as there is some mature content. That being said, 
this novel is incredibly beautiful and compelling. You won’t want to put it down!” 

Mrs. Lopez recommends Pax  by Sara Pennypacker   

She writes, “Pax drew me in from page 1 of this utterly beautiful tale. In Latin, the word pax means peace. Here, Pax is the 
name of a fox that Peter, a young boy, takes in raises from a kit. Unimaginable things happen in Peter’s life; the death of 
his mother, his father enlisting in the military and forces Peter to abandon Pax and return him to the wild. Peter is left to 
live with his grandfather, but embarks upon a journey to undue a wrong and find his fox. While Pax, living in the forest 
learns to survive and strikes out to be reunited with his  “boy”.   This eloquently written novel brings us to understand 
more deeply empathy, loyalty, power of persistence and the complex interdependence between humans and animals.” 

Mrs. Nolin recommends The Invention of  Hugo Cabret  by Brian Selznick 

She writes, ““I was initially concerned about the length of the book, but was immediately drawn into Hugo’s story.  The 
book is a mix of narrative and richly detailed drawings that entice the reader to learn more.  One of the main characters in 
this fictional story is silent film maker Georges Mileis.  Linking him into the story adds a sense of realism which further 
enhances the mystery of his character.  The reader quickly becomes part of Hugo’s world filled with magic, automation 
and movies, with a surprising twist at the end bringing the story full circle.   I recommend watching the movie after 
reading the book – it is equally amazing!” 
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    If you are interested in…   

* denotes a book that contains mature themes and content  

realistic fiction featuring the lives and problems of tweens and teens  

 *The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

 *On the Come Up by Angie Thomas 

 Half a World Away by Cynthia Kadohata 

 Esperenza Rising by Kate Pavao 

 My Most Excellent Year: A Novel of Love, Mary Poppins, and Fenway Park by Steve Kluger 

 13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson 

 The Last Little Blue Envelope by Maureen Johnson 

 *I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson 

 *When We Collided by Emery Lord 

 Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell 

 * We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 

 If I Stay by Gayle Forman 

 Wonder by R.J. Palacio 

 Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

 Mindblind by Jennifer Roy 

 Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 

 *The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 

 Turtles All the Way Down by John Green 

 *Paper Towns by John Green 

 *The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

 Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

 Jacob Have I Loved by Katherine Patterson 

 Monkey Island by Paula Fox 

 I’ll Be There by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

 White Fur Flying by Patricia MacLachlan 

 Liar and Spy by Rebecca Stead 

 Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 

 After Ever After by Jordan Sonnenblick 

 One for the Murphys by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

 The Perfect Score by Robert Buyea 

 *Panic by Lauren Oliver 

 *Four Secrets by Margaret Willey 

 *Orbiting Jupiter by Gary Schmidt 

 * Goodbye Days by Jeff Zentner 

 *All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely 

 *Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 

 *Simon Vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli 
 

 



fiction featuring fantastical settings or characters with fantastical abilities  

 All the Crooked Saints by Maggie Stiefvater 

 The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier 

 The Iron Trial series by Cassandra Clare and Holly Black 

 Magonia by Maria Dahvana Headley 

 Thirteen Chairs by Dave Shelton 

 Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children Series by Ransom Riggs 

 The I Am Number Four series by Pittacus Lore 

 The Michael Vey series by Richard Paul Evans 

 The Throne of Glass series by Sarah J. Maas 

 Joshua Dread by Lee Bacon 

 The Unwanteds by Lisa McMann 

 Holes by Louis Sachar 

 Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 

 The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 

 Daughter of Smoke and Bone; Days of Blood & Starlight; Dreams of Gods & Monsters by Laini 
Taylor 

 The Selection series: The Selection; The Elite; The One; The Heir by Keira Cass 

 The Kingdom Keepers Series: Disney After Dark; Disney at Dawn; Disney in Shadow; Power Play; 
Shell Game; Dark Passage; Unforeseen; The Insider; The Syndrome; The Return by Ridley Pearson 

fiction set in a dystopian society  or in the backdrop of a natural disaster  

 Ready Player One* by Ernest Cline 

 Warcross by Marie Lu 

 Divergent * by Veronica Roth 

 The Hunger Games* series by Suzanne Collins 

 The Scorch Trials by James Dashner 

 The Rot and Ruin series by Jonathon Maberry 

 Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 

 Saint Louis Armstrong Beach by Brenda Woods 

 Cinder (The entire Lunar Chronicles series) by Marissa Meyer 

 *The Chemical Garden Trilogy: Wither, Fever, and Sever by Lauren DeStefano 

historical fiction  

 The Boy at the Top of the Mountain by John Boyne 

 Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 

 Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 

 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

 Milkweed  by Jerry Spinelli 

 The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen 

 Shadow Michael Morpurgo 

 Bud, Not Buddy Christopher Paul Curtis 

 Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry  by Mildred Taylor 

 Chasing Redbird by Sharon Creech 

 Night of the Howling Dogs by Graham Salisbury 

 Morning Girl by Michael Dorris 

 Island of the Blue Dolphins  by Scott O’Dell 



 

mystery books featuring a sports theme  

 Mad Max Murphy by Robert Holland 

 Harry the Hook by Robert Holland 

 The Voice of the Tree by Robert Holland 

 Stealin’ by Robert Holland 

 Breakin Stone by Robert Holland 

 King of the Mound by Wes Tooke 

fictional sports themed books 

 Mike Lupica’s award winning collection of books, including (but not limited to): Travel Team; Heat; 
Million Dollar Throw; Game Changers; Summer Ball,  

 Tangerine by Edward Bloor 

 The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 

 Crash by Jerry Spinelli 

mystery/ adventure/ survival stories 

 Hatchet by Gary Paulson 

 White Fang by Jack London 

 Walls Within Walls by Maureen Sherry 

 Rumors by Robert Holland 

 The Purple Car by Robert Holland 

 Summer on Kidd’s Creek by Robert Holland 

 Call It Courage by Armstrong Sperry 

 Canyons by Gary Paulsen 

real-life reads (non-fiction)  

 Life in Motion: An Unlikely Ballerina by Misty Copeland 

 Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, and the Fight to Get Back on the Board by Bethany Hamilton, 
Sheryl Berk, and Rick Bundschuh 

 *She Said Yes: The Unlikely Martyrdom of Cassie Bernall by Misty Bernall 

 Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson 

 The Life You Imagine: Life Lessons for Achieving Your Dreams by Derek Jeter and Jack Curry 

 Lifeboat 12 by Susan Hood 
 
 

 
For further titles of excellent books that may spark your reading interest this summer, please check at the 
Nutmeg Award website at:  http://www.nutmegaward.org/. 

 


